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▪       Staff bid to cut congestion, go green and get fit

▪       Event run in tandem with Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council’s Active Travel Hinckley project

 

Jam-busting employees at National Grid’s Hinckley offices took to their bikes last week to ‘pedal’ the green transport message.

The energy network company encouraged staff to leave the car at home and walk, run or cycle to work in a bid to help cut congestion in the town, reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and keep fit. The ‘Bike to Work’ day, on Wednesday (20 January), was run in tandem with Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council’s Active Travel
Hinckley project.

 Those who chose pedal power over horse power for their daily commute were rewarded with a free breakfast, free bike maintenance – courtesy of Halfords, and the
chance to whip up their own morning tonic on the Smoothie Bike. Staff also got the chance to freshen up in a brand new shower block – part of a package of measures
National Grid has introduced to make it easier to cycle, run or walk to work.

Chris Train, National Grid’s Director of Gas Distribution, and a keen cyclist, said: “Cycling, running and walking are great alternatives to the car. Not only do they reduce
congestion and cut greenhouse gas emissions but they help to keep people fit and well.

“As a company we strive to be a good neighbour to the communities in which we operate. We recognise the increasing pressures on the local road network so we have
worked closely with Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and we have invested heavily in new facilities to make it easier for our staff take healthier, greener ways to
work.”

Active Travel Development Coordinator Liz Causon, said “We are delighted to have been involved in National Grid’s Bike to work event and celebrating the launch of
the new Shower Unit. We hope that this unit, along with the other active travel measure that National Grid have put in place, will overcome some of the barriers that
employees currently experience and increase the number of active commutes to the workplace.”
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 Councillor Russ Roberts, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council’s Executive Member responsible for Culture and Leisure, added: “We look forward to continuing our
work with National Grid to provide them with opportunities and initiatives that encourage walking, running and/or cycling to work” 

 As well as new shower facilities and cycle racks, National Grid has installed additional access-controlled pedestrian gates around the site, cutting walking distances to
work.

 The company’s green transport efforts are set for a further boost later this year. Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council are set to extend the cycle way along Coventry
Road, running past National Grid’s Brick Kiln Street entry to the site.
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Notes for editors

 

Notes to Editors:  
National Grid is pivotal to the energy systems in the UK and the north eastern United States. We aim to serve customers well and efficiently, supporting the
communities in which we operate and making possible the energy systems of the future. 
 
National Grid in the UK:

We own and operate the electricity transmission network in England and Wales, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. We
also operate, but do not own, the Scottish networks. Our networks comprise approximately 7,200 kilometres (4,474 miles) of overhead line, 1,500
kilometres (932 miles) of underground cable and 342 substations.
We own and operate the gas National Transmission System in Great Britain, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. Our
network comprises approximately 7,660 kilometres (4,760 miles) of high-pressure pipe and 618 above-ground installations.
As Great Britain’s System Operator (SO) we make sure gas and electricity is transported safely and efficiently from where it is produced to where it is
consumed.  From April 2019, Electricity System Operator (ESO) is a new standalone business within National Grid, legally separate from all other
parts of the National Grid Group. This will provide the right environment to deliver a balanced and impartial ESO that can realise real benefits for
consumers as we transition to a more decentralised, decarbonised electricity system.

Other UK activities mainly relate to businesses operating in competitive markets outside of our core regulated businesses; including interconnectors,
gas metering activities and a liquefied natural gas (LNG) importation terminal – all of which are now part of National Grid Ventures. National Grid
Property is responsible for the management, clean-up and disposal of surplus sites in the UK. Most of these are former gas works.

Find out more about the energy challenge and how National Grid is helping find solutions to some of the challenges we face
at https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/news
National Grid undertakes no obligation to update any of the information contained in this release, which speaks only as at the date of this release, unless
required by law or regulation.
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