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National Grid Gas Distribution has supplied DFRS with over a thousand carbon monoxide alarms, 500 smoke alarm testing sticks and information leaflets for
Community Safety Officers and Firefighters to give out during Safe and Well visits. Safe and Well visits see Community Safety Officers and Firefighters give fire
prevention advice to residents. The visits target those most at risk, including elderly people and families with young children.

DFRS Prevention and Inclusion Group Manager Mat Lee said: “Carbon Monoxide poisoning is potentially fatal and even inhaling low-levels of the gas can cause lasting
damage to your health.

“Firefighters and Community Safety Officers work hard to help prevent carbon monoxide poisonings from occurring, especially amongst those who are deemed more
vulnerable. With the help of National Grid, the Service hopes to further raise awareness of the dangers of carbon monoxide gas and prevent deaths and injuries from
happening across Derbyshire.”

Carbon monoxide is known as the ‘silent killer’ because it can’t be seen, smelt or tasted. Therefore, it is paramount that people are made aware of the dangers
associated with carbon monoxide, so measures can be put in place to prevent instances from occurring.  

Philip Burrows, Stakeholder Implementation Manager for National Grid Gas Distribution, said: “Carbon monoxide poisoning kills around 40 people every year across
the country with a further 4,000 people being admitted to hospital with poisoning symptoms, but this can easily be prevented.

“We are delighted to be working with Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service to make Derbyshire residents safer. Through this initiative more people across the county will
become aware of the dangers, take action to make their homes safer and share that knowledge with their friends and families.”

National Grid Gas Distribution is running similar schemes with nine other fire and rescue services as part of its drive to cut deaths and injuries from carbon monoxide
poisoning.

DERBYSHIRE FIRE & RESCUE
SERVICE AND NATIONAL GRID
RAISING AWARENESS OF THE
DANGERS OF CARBON
MONOXIDE GAS POISIONING

Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service (DFRS) and National Grid Gas
Distribution are working in partnership to raise awareness of the
deadly dangers associated with carbon monoxide gas.
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Since launching the schemes, National Grid Gas Distribution has found a 50% rise in carbon monoxide awareness among householders receiving a fire service visit.
74% of people said they would take further action. This includes getting their gas appliances checked by a Gas Safe Registered engineer every year, buying a carbon
monoxide alarm and seeking medical advice if they experience symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning.

In addition, 77% said they would share their new knowledge of Carbon Monoxide poisoning prevention with family and friends

Mr Burrows went on to say, “We’ve already had success through similar schemes with other fire and rescue services and we’re hoping that this will be mirrored in
Derbyshire.”

For more information about gas safety and Carbon Monoxide poisoning visit www2.nationalgrid.com/UK/Safety/Carbon-Monoxide/ or www.gassaferegister.co.uk

For more information on general fire safety visit www.derbys-fire.gov.uk
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Notes for editors

Phil Burrows and Alex Johnson give thumbs up to joint carbon monoxide awareness initiative.
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Notes to Editors:  
National Grid is pivotal to the energy systems in the UK and the north eastern United States. We aim to serve customers well and efficiently, supporting the
communities in which we operate and making possible the energy systems of the future. 
 
National Grid in the UK:

We own and operate the electricity transmission network in England and Wales, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. We
also operate, but do not own, the Scottish networks. Our networks comprise approximately 7,200 kilometres (4,474 miles) of overhead line, 1,500
kilometres (932 miles) of underground cable and 342 substations.
We own and operate the gas National Transmission System in Great Britain, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. Our
network comprises approximately 7,660 kilometres (4,760 miles) of high-pressure pipe and 618 above-ground installations.
As Great Britain’s System Operator (SO) we make sure gas and electricity is transported safely and efficiently from where it is produced to where it is
consumed.  From April 2019, Electricity System Operator (ESO) is a new standalone business within National Grid, legally separate from all other
parts of the National Grid Group. This will provide the right environment to deliver a balanced and impartial ESO that can realise real benefits for
consumers as we transition to a more decentralised, decarbonised electricity system.

Other UK activities mainly relate to businesses operating in competitive markets outside of our core regulated businesses; including interconnectors,
gas metering activities and a liquefied natural gas (LNG) importation terminal – all of which are now part of National Grid Ventures. National Grid
Property is responsible for the management, clean-up and disposal of surplus sites in the UK. Most of these are former gas works.

Find out more about the energy challenge and how National Grid is helping find solutions to some of the challenges we face
at https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/news

http://www.gassaferegister.co.uk/
http://www.derbys-fire.gov.uk/
https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/news
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